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ABORTION: IS IT REALLY A RMORAL PROBIER?

pAhortlon hasg alvays heen pregent,‘not always talkedabout, éﬁ@Ciﬂ
put nresent, Recently, however, it has gained a bright sent in
the £irst row, It has been arpued from a biological standpoint,
-~ a moral atandpoint and npersonal o»¢n1onn. T has yet to bBe decided
unon, Many laws have been made and unmade, followed and broken,
but no one can find the real truth, the answers to the big questions.,
of abortion, In this parer I h&pe to approach the préblemg from
meny different anglesy o search every arpument nnd to reveal
the faete as well o8 the opinions, Then only you can sanawer
the aueantions Is abortion really a moral ﬁrobWewﬁ
Moy people today think that the YSEQMWQPOFtL% is somew
things that hag risen out of the "free-sex" counter-culture of
! .
the 1960's and 1070's; however, +this is = falece belief, The fact - -

»

is women have been ﬂrﬂCblClI” abortion measures for over 4,500

vemrugl This means well before the Christian era came into being,
I will adwit that recently the public has become more avare of the
tremendous problems that it presents, but that does ﬁot nullify
the: historical frots, |
It stends to reason that most of the abortive nractices of
aﬁcienﬁ times were not overseen by physicdans (of any sort),

The women, however, did emnloy several different methods,

1), thrusting nointed ob;ccted into the uterus Sp.

2) awn1v1np ‘hot coals to body

3) Jjumning from high places

4) drinking vile potions or purgatives

5) prqct1c1nﬁ magic rites ,

6) usging mercury (Chinese method over 4,600 years oid)2
i
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f{jrigurprising to note that in the times of strict conservatism

many neonle supported ébortion such as Aristotle and Plato; many
Roman husbnnds even insisted on it,3
These facts also go to show'the constant social-psychological
“:problems which force a woman to emplby such an e*treme measure,
kiAn exannle of the rressures of the women oi" old ( and of now )
is ﬁhé Tact that in such a surerstitious time they ~ructiced
qbortive measures even With existing ldws and severe death penalties,

The lows which exsited long ago were not concerned W}th
ascent life, as most of the arguments are now, but withy

1) thé safepuarding of maternal 1life
2) suaranteeing that the hugband would not be denied
a chila* - ’
The sadness of the whole problem is +that the pfessgres and laws
nlaced upon women then and now are usually not rersonal ones, but
ones entailed by outsiders, othérwise known as "society!" Howewver,
let us continue with facts in hopes of determining. where +the the
golution lies, A
Tt Would seem that in a civilized intelluctuél society such
as ours, eVerybne would certainiy know the biological evdﬂution
of the life process, No doubt everyone knows how it begins, but
ag for the developement that follows, most neonle are \ismorsnt,
Biologists cannot state tie rrecise moment #hatlife Beging, -
It appenrs to them that life is continuous, never ending, even in-
the rimative forms of the eqz and snerm. Unce ‘these two organisms
) ]

unitg,there is a beginning potentiaiwhich ZSGT@’§£§EEZ€"life as we

mow it,

The eprr is fertillzed in the Fallopian tubes of +the woman ;
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py the end of twelve weelks the fetus i f
o

frv ayeote (a fertilized ege) remalins in the Fallopian tubes for

- ,pout three days, During this time it is constantly dividing,

wlting in a hollow ball of cells called a blostocyst, The

plagtocyst is then moved to the uterus and at about one weel: nfter

rertilization it imolants in the uterien wall, Developement
+ - i i . " |

 Qontinues at a rapid rate, at about the fifth week the brsic orrans

develop . The mkcleton, arms and legs begin to form at the end

of the eighth week and the fetus has acouired much of it§ structure.
or the Iirst time recog-
nizmbly human with a heartbeat and movement, "Quickening" occurs

when the mother firgt feels the fetus move, This occurs ot about

8 : ( .
twenty weeks, The twentieth weel also hasaother importance; at the

v

end of the %wénti&H\Week the feﬂus hag a'chande-of survivinq o
indenendent of the maternal énvironmént. The mon&héwhlchlaré o
follow do noﬁ‘offer any new de#elopements, The fetusg continues to
3wow in size and wtrength.S If the pregnanoyfis‘“hormﬁl" hirth

. 1
occurs gsomewhere zround the ninth month,

‘ ‘ A

Do ﬁot think that the information above is worthleéﬂ. It
ig mogt imrortant in the ﬁrgument concorninmlabortion todry,

One of +the big igsues of the abortion argunent is Pirth
defects, Moat defects com be detected before birth and many times

ature will take control or destroy the imrerfect fetus, But

with menln now ndvonced medical wroceedures, natﬁre muat bake g
bock deat, Mony dcfecﬁs can and are detected well before the
loter gtages of fetal developement, when aboftion is safe, But

many defects cannot be detected until birth or luter, therefore,

there ig no way to eliminate all birth defects,




The American Heritace Dictionary of +the Engligh Lanmunse,

:hﬂﬂ this to say about abortion é)"Induced termination of »remmancy
pefore the felus ig cantble of survival as ah individual;f b)"Any

atally premature exrulsion of an embryo or fetus from the viomb, "6
| CThe first definition may be an adaption of modern ideng,

Moat of the people who support abortion only support il up to the

end of the third month of nregmancy, At thils time, however, +he

s

fetus cannot. Live indevrendent of the maternal environment, but it

does 7039@385 heartbeat, As stated before the end of the twentieﬂk
week is the earliest time that the fetus can surviye on jtg own,
 To my knowledpe, most existing abortive laws only rermit it before i
~the fourth month,

The sécond definition, however, is more inclusive end nosgibly
the one which should be used today, for it seems ?o me ﬁhat the
';finality of this definition expresses rercisely the attitude of so

many people,

The word "abortion" is a harsh word that reakes of <+he finalityjﬁﬁ.
. P

of death and the helplessness of the fetal victim,

But is tbe feius the only vietim to consider when speaking

of abortion? (Trke n close look at thig statement for it will

be discusoed in detail later,)

The medical vrofession has stated +that abortion if wverformed

under therumtic conditions, is safe up to the twelth week of fetal
testation; maybe I should add safe from the maternal standpoint,

The standard vroceedure, which is safe up to this point, is termed




"Uelﬁtﬂtion and Curettnge”,

thig srecific oroceedure ig accomnlished by"gtretching open

the cervix, the narrow end of the nterus, and removing the conceptus

with a scoon shaped ingtrument called a curette, "l

Mainland China has recently introduced a now abortive method
called the "vocuum asniratoémethoc".l This method is carried throughvf
by inserting a small tube with a hole near the end}into the womb -
and ﬁhe_fetué igs rewmoved by suction,8 This method requirés less
 ﬁimG and 18 safer than most other methods , If the prernancy hasg
develorned nast three montns the most common method is the "oalt
golution method”., "The injection of a concentrated salt lor sugnr
golution to replace the fluld around the Ietus'indUOes labor
contraoctions in twenty-four to twenty-f{ive houré'and the fetus is
exnelled,"?

Mnny«physicians nerform a "miniture Caesarean operation”
“(hysterotomy) by making a small-incision in the uterus through the -
lower abdomen, or vagina and renmoving the fetus, |

INlegal abortions, to say the least, are extremely dangerous:

Many women, due to either ignorance or Tinancial problems, still

geelr illegal abortions, Seme seek "back alley” abortions and

gome try to terninste their own nregnancies by such crude‘methods
. |

o

jadyt
e [
ingertion of knitting needleg into the uterus,
incertion of wire coat hingers into the uterus,
insertion of umbrella ribs into the uterus. |
violent exercise,

soap solutions

pill% !
deadly chemicals .10
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thege methods are rerulsive and inhuman and the facts state Lthot
et

kiicwqq abortions have been one of the key faclors in the death
jx LG ek el .

of women in ‘the paste (They will be discussed later,)

But wha't 1o the initial.sburk that brings about the “want" to
abort? It hes been said, and justifisble I think, that most

omen rnd men never even think of mbdxﬂmgn‘before they ~articipate
a the sexuel act, (Under individual condiﬁions,:excludiﬂm the
swreriences of friends,) Bven after sexual intercourse'@as occured

the motivation to =bort does not exist until »resnancy is

e

'Qgﬁgblished;ll However, abortion is the most widesnread mesns of

fertility control in the world,

[

Below is a 1list of reasons uaually given in éupport of abortion
with a short COmmenéwnfter Qach;' ( T think T should add +thot my
informetion comes from n source that is nnti“abortion, therefore
the comments are biased,) |

1) Premmeoney as a hazsrd to the nhvsical health of the mother,
This gtatement 1g self explanatory but, let me say that
Tew nreenmmcies are fatally harmful to the mother in
recent times, '

2) Threat to mental health of mother,
There are no known nsychintric diseases which enn be
cured or even imvroved by sbortion. |

- 3) Potential deformity of the unborn child, .
U have »lready stoted that many malformations of the child
connot be doteeted until birth or ~fter;, therefore, :
deformeotics cammot be eliminated,
some e parles of birth defects nre;
s} Congenital Anomaliesq, :
Harmfvl effects o the child durins nresmaney
1. Germon measles
In 1941, Grege ierorted that if o womon
contracted Germon Measleg in the first four
months of »rermuancy, there was n 75% chance
of Tetal defects, Although +this hanr been
rroven folse, many vceonle still believe it,
2. The ingestion of drugs during oregnsncy,
Becnuse of the data concerning the harmful-
effects of many drugs used during nre moaney
the Food and Drug Administrationhas rut many
regtrictions on them,

6




AY Rape.

h) "Rone hrg alwave sltirred the emotions, howovor, prownnnoy
resulting Lrom rape is extremely rares (A renort bdut of
Waghington, D.C,claims that only one pregnancy occurs
in over three hundred rape victimg,

5) Incest
Thig, too, stirs the emotions; however, nborting the
f tus, 1l nregnancy does occur will not solve the
sychintric problem of ‘the fwml]y in which incest hasg
OOCUYPd.

6) Lepal abortion as a deterrent to criminal abortion,
Facta show that legalizing ibortlon will not golve. the

criminal side of the iss ue'

32, 32,
- W

Now thet the bagic information hisg been given let usg now turn

.

the bigs isrues Involved in the ~bortion arrmumont,

The abortion armsument cannot be aolv@d by a.simvlé discussgion,

The only way to digtort thi é argunent into simbkisﬁic form is to -

k‘fasten ones mind on 1o one‘singlemminded idea and stay there, no.

matter ﬁhat arosuments othérs throw into the ring} There is, however,

 Oh€ noint where (almost) everyone would surport leﬁal abortion,

That »oint is, "the medical d(nverv of underpround aboriwo g, "3

~Thig ig not the only isgue by far., Perhans <the larrest aranment

(which is also the one supported by moralist and those in the re1.hnous

'pfofeﬂgion) concerns the noture and the right to control unborn .~
fetal 1life, Several internretations have been dravn from this one

 ;idQ”‘ OneAd cific . deals with the rights of the unbdrn child,

“another derls with the viability of the unborn ch@ld end sbill

snother denle with the questiOn of when doeé'the éatus become human, -

The first one, I feel, de ends a great deal on the other +two

Listed ( L'm sure there are mﬂny more), 1t hag been stated before

“ﬁrh“pg the anti abortion comments seem irrevelent at LhJ timé;~r
1oveyer, T felt that they should be noted brlofly.

1
H




£ nt the time of the 'twen‘tieﬁ\ vieck of gestation the fetus may
fénﬂﬂble of survival inde-endent of the mothér, Today, however,
ificiﬂl incﬁbation nay moke the fetus viable nt any ghe;l4
third view gtated, deals with humanity. When does the fetus

coone human. Some s8ay at conceplion because there exists from
12 AL 4 ’

bime ony n being with human potontinl, Others believe that

 §nﬂihy beping b Sk the time of "Quickqniné" (tvrontieth week),

iy 4o the Lirst time that the nother (or notential mothor) io

o of the fetus, 8till others claim that a Lotus is not human
pirth when it becomes naturally indqfendent of the mother,

i@éthem it@own alr, and is equived with a body thm%‘cnn carry on

11 the necessary functions of human Life,

.Tho nbove, however, does not even dent the arguments and

o

ositions concerning abortion, The medical nrofession is also

[

wolved with the abortion ismués; The doctor is the one, who must
1v on his skills and live with,his conscience, The }mw ig also
fgimportanﬁ factor because this argument siaﬁs_society in the

a@e and makes then take a stand on such issuves ag rigshts of unbornb

{ .
life, rights of motherkood, rights of family and rublic control of "—-

the medical nrofession, o
The gociologicnl peint of view brings in the femerle's richty, It

Leo hrineg in the queations of porulution control, unwanted

re

ehildren, poyehological effects of the unwanted pregmaneies and

social views of individuals whe narticinated in the termination of

thelr ovm remancies, |
i

As gtated before the biggemt igsue 1o concerne@with, "when

doeg the Tetus becrme human?" If anyone covld snswer this question

. a e e : . «
L ' N I Foeo, e ot
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i;ﬁhﬁmwe all ‘the wroblems nnd questions would be neafly solved,

ﬁﬁ%kheH ~re not, so the searclh continuern,

since doctors play such o lar-e nart in not only the prohlen
1

+ hand, nnmeiy that of abortion, but in almost everyoné's 1lives,

And since we place so much faith in ﬁhmm; % think o closeyiqok at

their opinions is warranted,

Before recent medical discoveries, abortion was seen ng a means i

a order to reach the end, the end being the health and mavbe even

.

Lon hag 1

z“"'

he life of the nother, But now obortl ittle to do'wiﬁh ;
ﬁﬁé henlth of the wother snd it (abortion) is viewed by many
 octorS@§~§ medicﬁi failure,

In 1967 o voll was taken snd the resvlis were sWeprieing,

el

Eightvuﬂovon rercent of the forty thousand: nhysicisns nolled ,
 Favored liberalized abortion, so there mﬁst belseveraT medieal
reasons to supnort abortion, In 0 ther wordg, though the medical
knrofounlon hag made many breakthroughs, +they h@?@ not solved the
rroblems concerning the medical side of abortioh. .
The medical afguments in favor of sbortion are ligted helow
-and ex lained breifly, (Some have already been stated, however, in
the medical context I feel that they need mentioning in their
“ éri Girity,) L
'?}ﬁmmo mothermtowbo eneounter gseriong rigk 4o theoliv rhyalaenl,
sl o mmntdl honlth, L ovomoney under thesa conditlong ip
pemitted to ro Lo term in these cases, thére ig real danger t6
Ammternal health or loss of Llife, Cases in which there is ir-

remedirble conflict between nascent and maternal life are it

Creasingly rare (now limited chiefly ‘to serious reral or -cardine

o)




discnﬂe and certoin well-defined mental diseasnes); nevertheless, -
whie N . l

the orgument from maternal indications holds that serious risk
o maternal life, is adequate justification for abortion,
nP)some feﬁusem guffer a hereditnry or geneticd deformity,
othefs may be abnormal or defective due to maternal disguse or
s1lness, We can add, il this conteit, thé eripnling effects of a
drug like thalidomide>and the risks attendant on maternal
exnosure To rubella during the first trimester of nrégnnncy.
Ph-usands of bables were born with congenitally deformed limbs
ond other defects as a direct result of their mothers' having
token the trancuilizing drug thalidomide, ;A significant number
was badly deformed, vas killed by her méth@r. .
Exnosure to rubella (infectus German meas;eg) during the
firat twelve wecks of nregncqcylcmrries at leaét a 50—5ﬂ risk
that the infection will result in either (1) loss of +the fetus
 through'dangerous miscarriage, or (2) birtﬁ of a baby with one or
more serious delects (mental retardation, blindness, heart defect;
deafness, bone disease, or blood abnormality). As many as five

1
such defects have been detected in a single atlected child., A
~second argument in favor oi abortion, then, is that certain prégﬁ
nancies renresent an inordinately high risk of fetal abnormality,
e thot consideration for both the family and the fetus indicate
the bréferabiliﬁy oft not allowing this kind of »regnancy to proub
ceed to Lerm, |

i
3)The social and eugenic consequences of rape and incest con-

1y ey

stitute o third arsument for abortion, Neither rape nor incest

i

%

10




ceounts for larre numberé of pr@pnmncios, but'when'pregmmnCy

ioeﬂ result from one of these actions, strong social feelings

‘ﬁe aroused, There are both genetic and religious objections o
incest, though many pregnancies which result from incest are ali
owed to come Tto term, and the baby is adopted, The objections

Lo Tave are more sécial and peraonal than scientific (except for"
the threat to maternal mental health that might accompany preg-
yancy a8 the result of rape), BSome feel that if the mother-to-be
khoﬁ not want the child, she should not be made to bear it,

arthermore, it is sometimes arsued that 1f the nascent 1ife isg

—te

A

ted by its bearer, the child will be brought foFth into a situa.
sion devoid of love,

"4 Exnerience demonsitrates that a strong desire for an 0NETEm
%ibn'to be rid of an unwanted pregnancy can frequently be carried
ut, but often i1t must be conducted nt considerable personal risk
d outside conventional social and legal sanctions,

In 1961 the National Center for Henlth Statistics showed the
5bir£h rate at 17,9 per 1;000 population; numerically, about 3.5
Emillion births, Iin the same year some experté were egtimating
ithat approximately one million abortions, 90 nercent of them il-
:lﬁﬂﬂlp vere being performed snnually in the United Strtes, Cone
veracly, other experts argued that these figures Werevgreatly ine
Tleted,  Agnin in 1967 Dr. Andre Hellegers claimed that $rbout
“ten thoo sand therapeutic abortions are performed each venr," and
ot M there are now about four hundred registered abortion derths
per yenr, Dr, Hellegers did not venture to estimate the number
of iiigg@l abortions performed ennually, though he did (curiously)

®

Ll




eulate thot Pit would be vensonable to nseume that the annuel
AR Bl

pumber of deaths due to illesal sbortions todny might be on the
eneral ovder of eight hundred or so_at most"

To thig point the rellability ot statistical data, together

m?osmible to coni'lrm the accuracy of estimates bgcmugo no way
has yebt been devised for obtaining exact Tigures for the total
 opu1ation; Neither can the number of alleged abortions be nre-
ely correlated with s-ecific reasons for seeking snd obtaining
portions nor ig it vertlcularly wsgeful o vroject the number of

K5

dexlhs due ‘o l]Weﬁﬂ1 abortion when this sweculation is predicted
vpon the number of registered sbortion deaths,

Whghtever the nrecise statistics, there 1ig enoush evidence to

receds the legal, medical, and other nrovisions we have made for
t. The consequence of this hiatus between demand and which may
nvolve infection, severe hemorrhage, future sterility, or death,
The Kinsey Institute has reckoned that 20 to 25 pvercent of the
hite female porulation of the United States submit to illegal -
ortion sometime during fheir lives; and that the figure is come
rable among urrer-clngs Negro women but signiffcantly higher

7 Lovierwclasg Neoro women, - In oddition to those unfortunate
on who die at the hands of illernl abortionigts, <thousands
nore suffer irreparable mutilations., The fourth arpument for
wortion claims that since a largé number of abortions appear to
be inevitable, it is preferable to provide adequate legal and

therefore gafer circumstances for their performance,

>

 fth their internretation, id hlﬁhjj quegtionnble, It is virtually

sreont the obsedvation thit the demand for abortion in our society




5)Some persons argue that abortion should be made available
wimnly "on demand."  Advocates of +this view range from those who

€ -

jew abortlon as an acceplable means for population control to

i

the emergent radical feminists who arsue that Legal resiraints

,pe another evidence of the tyrannization of women in = repressive,

ale~dominated society, Neither of these groups is yet'very orom.

yoport to date, Both, I think it fair o 88y, bremise their srou-
|
nts on utilitarian congiderati-ms wiich ecredit 1ittle or no row
wrd bo fetal life qun se, There is, néver%helaa&, a rother large
latent censtituency for both these noints of view; and considera-
5%ion of our oregent cultural situation tends to support ‘the claim
that thelr numbers will increace, |
"6) ALL the forepoing arsuments have implied the final reagon
lvanced in sunport of theraneutic abortion; and this is that the
5immediake threat to a wife and mother's health, or the lonr-range
threat of having to rear a defective child, may make unressonable
demands on the existing family., It is far from clear, claim the
roponents of this view, that on existing Tamily 6ught to be sacw
rificed for a deformed Tfetus; rather, the converse ie held +o be
true, and egnecinlly when there is a calculable statistical PLOw
bability ot serious fetnl defornity or threat to maternsl well.
But just what risks does abortion Preﬁent? ‘1 Am sure (reason-
ably) %h?t everyone ig at least nartly familiar with +the medical
harards of illepgal abortion, although accurate statics are M-

Possible to obtain, the number of deaths as a result of illegal

abortions ie estimated between four hundred to eigsht hundred Ver’

RPN ' . R . R o s ) [~
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o8 (3] 1 J
portions ig egtimated between four hundred ond eight himdred rcor

Tn New Yorl City nlmost half of all deaths ascocisted with

. . . i . .
hildbearing can be traced back to eriminal abortions,tT Here-
e bwo exomnles of the case records ol two unfortunate Women

"arearet S,, 29 years old, mo+hor of four, brought o
{the hosnital three days afiher trvinsg to induce abora’
tion with a knitting needle, Severe hemorrhnge, Died
two doys later in grite of massive blood tronsfusions,

"Jeam H,, 42 vears old mother.of five, Infection, the
Cresult of a soap solution injected by an abortionist -

four days before, TLarme doses_gf antibiotics adminis-
“fered, Died five davs later,”

Not all vietima of illaegal abortilons diey lany ﬁuffér
rent rain, internal infections, and even sterility, But don't
phe decieved, Although legal. abortions are much safer ﬁhan il
vl ones there may still be a risk, Mmth doctors disngree
this noint, Ior instance, Dr, Christofer Tietz slates that
the risks of hosoital abotion are 1/6.- 1/10 as dangerous as
those attending nregnancy and childbirth, You can see +the

|

other gide in the following statements issued by »rofessional
oreanivations concerning medical Hazards of legal abortion,

It is ewmnhgized that the inherent risk of such
mm abortion is no fully appreciated both hy mony in
the ~rofernion nad certninly not by the »ublic,
o the vublic ahould renlize thol in countrica or
nocioting ot pormit aharwﬁon on demand, wony if
not the malovity, are weriormed in mhy9101wn 8 offim
ron,  Under these clircumstancos lL ig reconnble to

K 1 Ll n l
eonclude thot the mornlity from thic overation moy
coeeed Lhe med by 0;1;' H\(‘ Uni Tod Shn Lo

MWM'TH”L4ﬁ0?hH?t
el uunwun while the incidenc ‘gﬁ'norlou conplica
Wl‘/,‘n()n.w 18 uubﬂ'bal'l Ll(;‘,ln

(The Executive Board of the American College of 0b°ietr301anq andA
Gynecologists)

The following statements were issued on March 26 1¢66 by the

L4




punc .

mhoae without anecinliata! %now1ounc, and thege ineolude
members ol tho medical profesainn, are influenced in
adonting whot they repard ag a humanitarian attitude

to the induction of aborition. by a failure to a.vrecinte
whet 1e involved, They tend Lo resord induction of
aborticrm as a trivial oncration, free from risk, In
faet, even to the exmert working in the beot condi%ions,
the removal of an enrly nre efnancy after dilating the
cervix can be difflcul,, and is not infrecuently ac.
comronied by serious Comwliomilonn, This is ~arbic.
Tarly true in the case of the woman vrepmant for the
firat time, Por women who have ¢ scriouvs nmedical ine
dication for termination of o»regnancy, induction of
abortion 18 extremecly hazardous and its riskse need to
be weicshed carefully against those involved in 1envlng
the presmancy undisturbed, BEven for the relatively
howWLhy woman, however, the dangers are cons LdorabLe.

(The sbove +two quotions quoted from ‘the same mource, )20

LT we take g clvse Look at some fsycholoﬁicnl reasonsg for
nduced abortions it mdy helpvclear'up the dilemma concerning the
ricks versus e@Fect of a deformed, retarded, or unwanted clild,

| When we look in'to the é vclolo gical views we, once again,
find vague, opinionated, Irustrating data, One handicapp has
been the illesality of abortion, One cannot run exreriments and
micu%ate data when the exverimental factor is,déamed "against

he law"; The above statements are not meant to disdualify the
5sychologicnl agpects, of the contrary they are wvery wvaluable,
Although ngycholosical datn is vegye and ovinionated it should
not be forrotton, Thﬁ World Health Urganization defines heﬁlth
alate of rhvm:cwl mental, ond emotlonal well-beine, w2l
this definition one can see that a doctor could not just
ush the poychological. foctors aside, In my own p?rSOnal opinion,
they are equally as imnortant as the medical factors in dealing

With an individual's well being

15
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ocerh C, Rheingold, has gaid that “pregnancy ig a c¢risis"

nd i1 the Tects are closely considered, everyone (even males)

i 4 ’ . .
e3 bue to the biolo~icnl events

uld nnderstand this statement,
“5@}1 toke nlace within the maternal body, pregnancy may be tern.

4 not only n “criﬂis“, but a “bioldgiCQI.event ol the rirst ordor.
jegrongible Tor this are the internal_hormonai and uterine chanpges

q‘ﬁho.éxtornal weleht and appearonce chanpes, But not only is

a violomical event but a deiinite mﬂthOLO“lC“t one |, also,.

4 will effect o woman's nttitude toward herself, toWnrﬁ her
ody, Bboward her weband, townrds her other children, townrds
cr friends rnd relations,"23 '
| Lt (nreﬁnmnCV) also marke a hotable cultural event, since

he  noagibility ol piving birth to a chlld placeg the women in o
otential nogition of,contributihg’to the'procreation of the human
ecics, One can clearl; see the nressures both nsvcholosical

hd otherwise, place upon every women'who finds herﬂelf nreenant,

‘ to add to the nressures is +that undoer1nﬁ uncor+q1n1+y that
nrermancey Wlll end in great Pain or death, (Pogeaibly the

Vo things, humans fear most,) Daniel Callahan states the pres.
sures in othér words, "...bregnnnoy rep%esents a pérsonﬁl crisis

o wommﬁ, b?imgimg;abogt a, special interaction of mind ang

body, solf ﬁud‘moéiety.“?4 |

Moy phyﬂicimﬁﬂ do nbﬁ feel that mbOrtion shonld be premitted.
on the basis of mental disorders; there are others, however, who
‘fﬁél that psychological dtress, anxiety snd reoccurring evidence

: ~

or abnormal »svehological attitudes towards prefmancy warrant
shortion if requested, They feel +that theée symptons will either

[ QU N !
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ecnlt 1N harm and ‘or death to fetus or newborn infant or ad-

erse nsychological affects on the child, THree regenrchers

the Notional Institute of Mental Henlth found that “the
imie of schizophrenia in children of schizophrenic mothers, but
jged before their first year of are by normal parents, was
twice that of o control rroup of children from normal mothers

|
donted similarly by normal ne rents, " o0
The rrevious data and other hypothegis (most secientific
data mnd-f&cts(beinﬁjonly hyvrotheses) such as the instances
’f navehologically disturbed women who, under their ovm pover,
hqvo termineted their »regnancy or ill the Infant, Meny
doctors think their action actually reveals the sadistioiand/or‘
masochistic tendencies of these wbmen.
such shocking speculation_would tend to tip the Séales in
favor of lesalized abortions; however, one -must also loodk n+t the
gychological effects which abortion opres oan. |
Mnrtin Fkblad did a study on 479 Swedlsh women who had
narticinated in’ legal abortion., The study was done in the Llate
1940's and early 1650's; however, it still bresents interesting
‘esults, Over one half the women involved in the study were
married and the other were either divorced, widowed, or un-
 1rri@d¢ Thege women did not bturn out Lo ve a tyﬁical groups
oU nereont showed symptoms of chronic neurosis of abnormal ner-
onality even before the nregnancy occﬁrred. Moreover, many
en faced conflicts with their husbands or the father of +the
child (in the case of the unmarried women)., The results were ag

LD

"OU percent of the women stated that they were sutisfied

LY




|
n their abortion and had no self-reproach; 10 percent had no

f-rerroaches, but felt the operation itselfl was unpleagant;
percent had a mild degree of nelfmréprOnch; and 11 mercent
id they had n serilous degree of seli-renroach or repgretted

wine had the operation,"?! Turther evidence showed that re-

te were Lelt and expresgsed more by women who had been influenc

P

by others, According to Ekblad the actual wsychological

ated, There ia gome reason for concern for Ekblad goes on to
that "The greater tﬁe roychiatric indications for a lepal

ion are, the greater ig also the risk of unfavorable poy-

¢ seaduelae after the onerntion."2§ Even this mtatictical data
hoﬁ help elear up +the abortioﬁ @fgument for it is referred
by both the "pro's" snd "con's", so once again we are leit
the dark, /

Up until +the mid-1960's abortion was wrohibited by lav,

is wags due to =n effort by the gtate and nationnl rovernments
keen th@ Judeo-Christian attitude concerning life, Tthot had

ve nrevailed, These lows, it was arsued, "embodied ‘the higha
£ values of Wegtern Civilizationg to rescind or dilute4them

ld, theretore, amount %o a cnpitulaﬁion and a regreasion from
ble Tegnl éode."29 Many neo:le feel +thnt this model code is
ﬁ b0 reatrictive but beneiits everyone.,

bt us now take a brief look at the world laws concerning

rtion,
Shern Eurone

Abortion lawe appeared very early in the Soviet Union; 'in

N < -
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they ingtituted nbortion on demand but lrter placed rectrics

g uron ity These resirictions allowed Tor sbortion only on
epounds of medicnl or enrenic nroblemg,  Once again fﬂ 1e85
goviet ~overnment grew less restrictive due to World ﬁar 11,
1047brousht on relaxed abortion inws Tor Tnet Gérmany, but
thic algo came an dncrease in legsal snd illegal nbortions,
by 1950 the law was much more restrictive, In 1965 there was,

n, some realxation,

ng o whole, todnyy

Polind, East Germony, Crzechosglovio, Hunﬁry,‘ﬂumnnia, Bulgaria,

Yogonlavia nermit abortion, but restrict it to the first 4ri.
er (twelve weelks) of pregnency, with only one excertibn, that
reption being the grave danger to the women's life or in the

of nrevalling seriovs euvgenic reasons,

s

fost of the covntries ol Eastern Europe require contraceptive

nseling as a nart of their abortion nrocecdure, 30

storn Furope:

‘Throe general tynes of abortions laws exist in Western Burope,

N are{

L)YAbortion allowed only in 1ife and death ciréumstmnces; .
(T'vemoo, Augtria, and Germony) | S i

“YAboition allowed Tor (broad) medico-social rensons ag well

. , : | .
Gugenic reasons and instances of presmancy following ‘sexual
» 1 ; f
Tenson

[N
(Scandinavia)

) Abortion allowed for a unique quagi-gocial resason,




((reat Britain)

e British Ahnrtioh Act of 1967 rermits abortion on fonr

noe .

1) (LF) the continuance of the premmoncy would involve risk

to the Life of the rrernent woman greater than 1f the »rege

nnnoy‘were terminateds or |

2)thet it would involve rigk of injury to the nhysical or
mental health: of the pregnant woman greate?vthan if the
prégnancy were termineted; or |

%) that 1t vould involve risk or infury to the vhysical or
mental health of any exiating children of the “rement
women's Tamily greater than 1t the pregnancy were terminat-

edsy or

4)that there is aubstartinl risk that if the child whre born

it would eunffer from such rhvsical or mental obnormalities

as to be seriously’hmndicapped;Bl

China and Japan, two of the most dengahx vopulated countries

Asia pogsess to abortion-on-recuest. India, another

iww country, before 1971 nermitted abortion only when there

a risk o the Life of the woman. In1971 the "Medical Termina-
Act" nllows abortion up to twenty weeks 1s a pregnoncy threa-
o womon's phyeical or mental health, taking into considera-

A ) ) . . B
ion her "actual or reasonably foreseeable 1nv1ronment.")2

nited States:

AMmogt all states, prior to 1967, prohibited abortion except

0 protect the Life of the woemsn, "In 195¢the Americal Law i
, "‘

i
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1he 1QCOM\cndcd in ite Liodel Pensl Code thet abortion be
Lv quetified on any of three groundsy

1. )when continuancy of pregnancy would gravely impair +the
anl or mental health ol mother;

b)when the child would be born w1 th a prove physical or

L)

defects

!
3)vhen the presnency results from rane, incesT, or other

niove intercovrse, Including illicit intercourse with n

1a

under the nre of sixteen, ‘ ' v
Jodel Penatl Code nlgo recommends that abortion on these

be rerformed only by o licensed physician, and only

. ) . . [
r conaultation with one collengue."33

Tigted below are the thirteen states which have enscted
we Lows (ag of 1072) and the dates of their enactment.34

Avkoansag (106¢) :
Colifornia (1C07)-(does not have fetal indication in the law)
Colorado (10GT) ‘
Delrware (10690 .
Florida (107?) (specifies "henlth™ rather than “mental hew?th")
Georgin (1L968)-(does not recognize incest as a reason)
Kenoos (1060)
Haryland (1.068)-(does not recognize incest as a reason)
New Jexico (1Leb60
North Carolina (19067)
’Urowon (19060
South Carolina (1 <‘7f\)
Virginin (7<'70

There are four states in the United States that do not place

rectrictions on reasons for which and abortion may be ner-

ormed,  These stales are Maska, Hawail, New York, end Washincton

(al) enncted in 1La70), The only redquirement thev make is that
the abortion must be rreformed by a licer od nhysicien in a hos-

Pital (with the ewxception of New York, which places mo

T




réqtrictiorﬁ ro;“rrtn” to hospitals),
tieny neople today hove ruled out the argument against abor.

pion Lrom the atond vnoint of religious and nersonal unt{&r“ and
QC conceeded to support that abortion is a matter of "civil
Lpte".  In other words "Does the unborn child have a civil

- |

Thege people claim that by rightfully giving the unborn

‘ild his due "ecivil rishte* to 1life, we have ensured everyone
heir ovn "civil rishbe" to life, inclnding the mentally il1,

g@ aged, the idie, the us aseleas,

1t 3¢ a2 husband and wife's risht to perserve their private
ationgy however, the restrictions placed upon abortionfwrctices‘
o not, in any way, interfer with the sexual relations between
huegband and wife, Another moint should be brought oﬁt here,

ﬁe atate's, any gbtate's, mnin interest is the protection of its
eople, and once a child is conceived his future, not only the
arent's future, must also be considered, Child "battering" is
excellent exanple of why the coufts must not allow complete
ontrol of the offspring by his parents, After considering thege
bd@montu how can one believe that marital rishts should take
recedence over fetal rightS?

hee Lo bmc% o6 Hammurabé (1728‘B.C.) there has e*', sed lave
 1biﬁdinm ahortion, The Anglo ~~nxonvlmw before Norman invasion

‘ ¥ . - - . ]
n 1066, nrovided both civil penalties ns wel

i

1l na ecclegingti-
nenaltiee for abortion, Tjese laws which date back to 1728B8.C,
the basis for moral, religious, wthical, and rersonal opinion

nd lawg) today,




The evidence provided by the "codes” of old and laws of the

ol fth throush the seventeenth conturies prove that abortion woe

ctically nonexiatent, nnd where it did occur, it was condemmn-

d. After "ensoulment" (the time that the wational soul wag ine-
néed into the body) nbortion wng condemned by both canonical *nd
mmont Law,  The Ffiret English statue declared abortion, at any
ne, o f(’)f}uo‘ﬂ:‘h I

HMany courde up until this century considered thoe felus "a
gft of the tissue of the mother" ur until the time of quicken-
. Thig, however, is totrlly absurd as demonstréted by modern

. {
ological science, Life ig centinuous, As otated above, many

rho did not congider a Tetus possessing 1ife until quickening,
o precented many problems, for the lawscould not determine
ether quickenins had occurred,

JIn 1803 the English Parliment made abortion illesal on any
ounds even 1if rremeoncy did not exist, ‘
Mnother point, more recent in orgin, mustvbé browght in here,
0 t‘lnws vhich restrict abortion only to cases where the mother's
th ig in dancer, may be nrejudgine the importance of one life
Ver another, This meyv be an attempt at a balance, but one cannot
2 look the facts, Who cen say that one 1life is more imporw;
tlem nnother, ; ‘

doat of the people who Llive in thé United States ﬁoday no

fer see 1) is land threvgh "rose-colored" plosses of pattrio-

My They realize thnt men, no matter how imvortant, sre im-
I

'tl@d "
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{‘3 fﬁ)

evidence to support the imperfectness ol the high arenciesg

leral, courts, ete,) of this lond, eond the pressure that thege

Lepcies apply to Americeans, TFor instance, @ woman and/or her

¢

atraicht Forward facts are not enoyph to convince +the

2.

to the health of thig woman,  Her rencons

ion, poverty,; social fallure; being cut, without notice,
: ’ ]
monthiv checlk, which poes in supnvort of her family, being

3 . 3 1.1

Who can tern these ressons 1llecnl and dhe newt wminute

ndone n white women of tho veper to middle class Jor rbortin

e laws to Lit any "mood" they mayv hagren to be in, Fow can
\ 3y N

court claim that one woman has the "right to privacy" and

tion in bis bool:, Abortions Low Cholce and Mornlity,

; I

The credibility of advocates of legqli%ed abortion une
~dor the boriner of female froedom and "the warnted echild”
ig wnrkened when the zeal for change in the abortion
lawe is not matehed by a comparable zeal to change +those
sgocial conditions which force many women to chooeg
abortion, 30 : |

Bhovld not the courts take into account all factors, not

eludine the ones which they deem unconstitutional when cone

4

tident Bdwerd TLevi of the University of Chicsaro hosg

t mw.eloquently the functisn of Taw ng commitment,

L& there is sny velidity to the concept of n commit.
ment of law ag a whole unon the vorkinss of society,
then law does relate to political renlities and o
nolicy, not as an equivalent of social nolicy, but
With specinl purposes which it sceks to implement,

.o ot t, .

i

3 ¢4 S

tor is »rosecuted on the grounds ol an abortion termed illegal,

for

from

e

oh1ld Tor health reasgons, We have given the federal gq@ncieg

1av b0 much power (or they have taken it) and they can switch

t o)l women? Deniel Callahan states a very approriste abger-




These snecinl mrrnoses, particul-rly during a DOY -
jod of anomie rnd uvnrest, ro bevond Mo support ond
disciplining of legitinncy; They inclvde the miie
drnce of ‘the societv into a dircct discuscion snd ¥
underatendineg off valvuaen, policies, -nd thein con-
adoopences, |
Thia commtiment, .. ia to dovoWop concepts and

4o mﬂiLTmin nad operate procedures which enable n
goverelm community o bhe roverned by role o the
c:[an\usC)zl cood, the :»‘k'L,*‘11qwx(‘7\ ool Tuman fvaluea , and o'
molke that rnle effective, 37

Lhodie svrpricine to note thot in the United Stotea, 25,000
o %0, 000 indveed abortions occur each venrr, The rotin of il
cconl nbortions to lepol ones is one hundred to one, nn even

wpe achoeking Fleure,

Une examnle of the illegal abortionists found in o smell

yuthern tovm appears below

Doclors not in good standine !
Chiropractors

Anl;m“e deanler

Midwife

PCC}ﬂﬂ1068

!
The 1ist is sstounding considering that only two out of

five ligted had any medical backﬁrovnd what so ever, What misht
be even wore agtounding is the Lfnct thet hmny women try to in-
duce their ovm eboetiois . (Methods were stnted nbove), wot
listed are doctors wio are still active in the medical profese’ .o
éiﬂn, bt duertO exigting lows ond attitudes, participnte in
illeen) induced atortions "after office hours", Thovelr the data
these operations 1s unobtainable they are thought to he
fniriy safe when compared to the other instanges Pf illegal in—\
duced shortions,

The hazards~of illegal abortions neced not be srelled out,

Tor if one would look at the methods used and those performing

L




he nbortion, 1'm sure the worgt would come to mind (which is
wactly the case in "back alley" abortions), Iidny times these

roceedures lead to sever hemorrahnging, pain, or infections,

hich are Mvny“ﬁimms Fatal,

The ide which tends to shane the potterns of illesal
porhions in Western Burope allegedly ecquals the number of Live
)irths{ In the Middle East the Laws are strict but nof strietly
nforced ﬁherefore; the abortions are performed in hogpitals

nd are relatively safe (safer then most other illeﬁﬁl ﬂDnWment);
'he pattern which rrevails in oountriem or atates Wlth noderate

. : |
legal rate but o continuingly high illegal rate

wre la o high
lao, -The ratiern of nermissive sugtens ig Ligh legal rate and
.1r1yblow illegal rate, In other words as the restriction OV
more pelaxed the rate of 1lllegal nbmxiiﬂn% drops. The only way
o oblnin a system void of illeaal abortion is to do awny with
1o deeal imﬂediments. .
Thé’stnﬁiﬂtiéml datn concerning the ratié of illegal abor} én
nd the death rate caused by illegal ébortions is not factual,
but 6nly "educated guessing", <therefore there are many conflict.
;ﬁg fipure s'and opinions, In 19%4, M, E. Kopp conduoted a study}
of over 10,00 women in New York, His Tindings were ag @ollowsi.
“out or 59,005 premeancies, there had been 27,813 live births
5%& 11;17? abortions, two thirds of them illegal, n39 «
Once asnin in New York, D, Wiehe and K, Berry, in 1037,
Tound thrt an illegrl abortion rate of 4 percent existed, This

. |

Would project n national firure of 200,000 illesal abortions

(Inited States population at that time equaled about 140,000,000).40




[

. Ve
per0 WOMCTLs This would place the illegrl abortion rate at

Mhe inegal abortion rate was estimated to be 330,000 per
. - . ‘

Between the years of 1957 and 1962, the death rate due to
ecnl sbortions was estimated to be one third of all such
This study wes conducted be Monteomery and Lewig,43
Let me re-emphasize that these fipvres sre highly contro-

erainl, with meny disagreements, both hisher and lower,

After viewing the extreme high cost of legal abortions

erformed in a hospital, it is not surprising that many women

sek illegal abortions, . The coat for therapeutic abortions

ce Trom "500 dollarg to 1,800 dollars, with an averange of

n

00 dollars to 700 dollars for doctors's and hospital fees, in-
luding a separate fee for the recommending nsychiatrist, some
of whom charae as much as 100 dollars for a gingle consmltation."44

It ig not surprising that the 1llegal abortion rate is

laimed 4o be higher for Black women (due to ‘their economic

Tha natterns of lesal abortions would run conversely pro.
ortionsl to those of illeeal abortion, Th other words »s the
e become more regtrictive the rate of legnl abortions would

decrease, and as these same laws became more relaxed, the rate
‘ v

kUld increase (decreasing the illegal nbortion rate),
I
Not only does the legal gbortion rate increase in the more

'
v

|




miggive ounirlon, but the mortality rate decreases, With

nev abortion methods some hove said that @bortion ia gnfer
. , .
a carrying the child full term  and then giving birth, The

1ity rate in underdeveloped covntries with restrictive:
« ig extremely hich due to the use of crude methods in un-
g v : : |

environments, T@ﬂﬁlié@d abortion from this standpoint
geem to be favored dve to fhe fact that lesgs deaths

nl) occur than it the lows were strict and illegsl sbor-
orevalled,

kidQLQQQ morked o cornerstone in the liberation of the

ion 10w, By that time ten stetes had liberalized their

considernbly, Below are some of the results of thig libera-

Lifornias it was caleulated that in the vear that follow-
ed the abortion law change, the number of sbortions in-
creaged from 600 ner vear to 4,800 ner vear, on in-

nge of 800 noroenL. 50 \Orcont of the abortions
exformed on psychiatric reasons, Althousrh there was

%uch a larse increase in hospitnl abortions it did not
een to effect the i}legal abortion rate (it wne etiil ;
high nerhaps due o hish cost of therapeutic nbortiQns).45

radoy =fter Colorado's first year under the new laws
Htheir nbortlon rate incressed from 51 to 407. A sur-
vey eonducted by the Universgity of Colorndo Medicsl
venter showed thot, of the 407 aobortions, 71 percent
vere done for nsyehintric reas ong, 12 nercent for

tal rensons, 11 nercent for rape and 6 nercent for

» physical health of the mother, 19 percent of the
en-veported incomes under 3,000 dollars per year

nd 3 percent reported incomes over 10,000 dollars

or vear, 46 /

this world in which we live today, we have placed g0 mugh -
bance on socleby that it has become our "god" our "ruler"

1
®t recently the population problem has arisen, and with
hGr Problems such as pollution that endanger our “society"

28




has been argued by such noted men as Dr, Price Cobbes, an

JexﬂggerﬁtiOn). With 21l the beautiful ldndscapes nainted
ok, wnd rumors of radiation nollution, due to over nopulali.
n, 1t is no wonder that people are changing their conserva.
e ninds toward the legalization of abortion.(fear}could bhe

‘ , |
important factor here), Lt has even driven some 1o the

ompulsory, One can alreédy see that this argument has no

g" or "no" answer; however, I would like to add that there
10thgr methods of population control to consider which could
only decreasc ‘the abortio@ rate but bY~pass it all together,
Perhaps the one largest controlling factor of society, bew
es money, is our religious odnvictionS, and ‘it is very sel-
fthat the Church does not-comment on any issue which may come
. . |

a debate,

|

ihe Boman Catholic Church, which has been se ting norms for
: . . ’ , . , I
World since it was egtablished, It made no comment on

on until the seventeenth century when' Pope Innocent XTI
) | .
o Bhot

D6 e 411licit to induce abortinn hefore animation in
order to spare a hregnant girl death @r shame,
Q)Itvis an erroneous doctrine that every fetus lacks o
rational soul so long as it is contined to the womb

md only begins to have a soul at the time it is bmin;

a9

nt where they feel that under certain circvmstances, abortion

Une of the lorgest (1f not the largest) single denominations
et




3) 1t 1¢ prohibited to hold nny longer “that no homocide is
committed in any nborﬁion."47
once neain there was much debate on the idesn of ensoulment
orred to as animation in above cuotation), The Romen Catholic
~ch did reach, however, g posi%ion, "prmqt1Cally vie should act
k vre knew thet the soul os intused ot conception,"48 Priar

d Haring reflects the position of modern Roman Catholicicm
he atlates “today the view that the sovl is inTused immoedintew
{1me momen’t of conception is nlmost ﬁniversally necepted by
cirns nnd esszec:‘l.zﬂly by theologians," 49,

Pope Piuvs XTI, -in 19%0 maintained tha% fetal Llife was equal.
bred with the life of +the mother, ond he referred to medicnl
| rapeutic reason for abortion as an excuse for the direct

r of the innocent, The‘Roman{Cathollc idea of original sin
in thege views for the Canon 747 insists that "évery

1 fetus shall be bantised without any cendition, if it is
with certainly that it is alive,‘no.mntter at what périod
tation it is nborted; if there is doubt!that it is alive,

11 be baptined conditionally, The obligation imrored ex-
to even the smnllest fetus, even though it be abortéd en-
after conce~tion,"50

™ odden which i; brousht un is that of direct snd ine
A direct abortion i o aetion which hng as
Y othrust o deliberate attempt to kill the fetus or.
ate it in such a way that it is Llikely %o die. This
bortion ig always prohibited on the grounds that there

L euality between Total 1ife and maternal life,

20




mdireet abortion, on the other hand, occurs when abortion

pdnces o "secondary" effect of expelling or destfoying the

ue in "utero,” This wmethod id justified oniy under the double
poct rmle, The oririn of this rule lies in » formulabwhich
poses that an action might produce two eftdets: one good,

. * | t
ope evil, but inevitable, Before thisg "double eflfect" rule

“1)the action, congidered by itself and inderendentiy of

ite effects, must not be morally evil,
2)the evil effect must not be the means oflproducing the
cood effent,
%)the evil effect is merely tolerated and gincerely'un-
intended,
4)there must be a‘proporfionhte reason for preforming the
action degeite its evil congaquences.51
direct abortion is supposed to Ee'just such an action),
From the above comments it;ié easy to dedvce that the
‘Jlonmholic'view on abortion is very strict, - allowing only
ndirect sbortion, They view the unborn child innocentlmﬁd state -
At his 1ife ig eavally as important as the life of +the mother,
It is swrpriﬂing to note, however, fhat over half the
hallen, when nsked their views on abortioh, reply Tavorably,
The teeond Lareest denomination ig the Chrigtlan faithse,
h hfviews nre highly regarded and followed by many people,
The Christian pcsition,‘in ite origin, did nof rest on a
Trow theolo ical or philosophical concept., It had no relation-

D %o theories of original sin or infant baptism., Once




onceived, the being, was recognized as man because he had men's
otential, In other words, if you are conceived by human parents

w1 are humay
ou ar s !
It was, however, grounded in speculation about the spuli its

cin, ite existence in time and its destiny. Soul as viewed
. 1

the total human being, It may have been the Christian doctrine
jon is God's work, so must be the end-that eventuallv swong the
Jonece In the Wegtern Clviliztion, Greek sanctlon for nhortion

an Inatonee of human mostery over the "Keal" in its struepgle

i

»

"Ldeal" gave way to Christion prohibition on the

Qinciple of invidlabiliﬁy of humen soul~formed life, whose.beginm

ne and end involves an act of God.'

There are three basic theories conderning-the origin' bf the

1. and time of ite unionywith'the.body. (Christian in néture)

L)Tertullian~the soul caeme into exigtence with the body
ag a blological transmission from Adam through one?é ime
nedinte pmrents.‘ (This theory i referred tp as Generationism)

2)Clement of Alewondria-the sonl was immediately and directly
éT@ntad by Gode (Réferved <to'as Creptionism,)

3o roul was cresent in fetrl 1Life Jntil the moment of
"owlekening®, that mbment when the mother-to-be detected
the first stirring of Life within,5?2

lﬁ(WaS Saint Thomas Aquinas who formulated the nredominant

elievil view, thnt the soul is not created at conception, but

Pt

e time when it is "infused® into the body, In fetal males

2 - B t
L o ' . ¢
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ig ocecurs about the f@urtj&%Kdﬂy, in females the ei~hticth Aoy,

'Thé Christian posdtion todnj ranres from strict denial of
ony 1eﬁml%2ntion to complete freedom of abortion on démand.‘
the outetandin« Christion lenders hesitate to take any kind of
étemd for -they realize the complexity of ‘the subject, |

A exnected the liberals of this lan& advocate aborﬁion‘on
nd, where as the conservatives do not support abortion under
’y circumstances, There mfo, to sey the lenst ,mnhy-varying
pihimns which lwve between thesé o Opnﬂlng views, |
Tt is worth noting that, in the aclvanced, civil] ized world
which we live,people'r.sort to such extremely violent mea-
ures in order to rid themselves of +their personal anxieties,
here alternatives to nbortlon, as should be cohsidered, taking
re to note all the fsctors. | |
Counseling has become .an iﬁportant tool when dealing with
ental nressures, It can als0 bé'an effective method when denle
ne with potentinl abortion cases, Many wpmen today exberiencé
P?entfmental anyieties, mhd becausge of these WnVLPilO”, they
to terminate their pregnancies, With the help of an e¥-
erienced couns o1or, many potential abortion cases cnn eond do
d in o joyful relations hip‘between the parents and Child; )
ere are, in the United States and Cenatlm, 175 abortion crisis
nters, which offor undersbonding needed to fullfil the, wonte
Ud needs of the individunls,
Lt is astounding to note that 75 percent of all abortions

XWOTmOd in the United States are pertormed on unwed m?Lhers;

18 is proboaly a good example of the short cominxq of "8001oty"
i . . |
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they smmetion the violence of abortion, but cannot tolerate the

thourhte of an illesitimate ehild or unwed mother, It appenrs

to me that smociety has an obligation (if not duty) to help +the
unvied mothers live a normal, prodvetive life with or without -
their child, I do not mean thet we must condone the actions but
try to accept the facts and heln a ﬁeodiﬁé rerson, After o171,
would we not be less likely 1o pet ourselves into » Situation
guch ng this 1if we understood the pressures which accomnany it?
"To sveak of unwanted children ig, in reulity, somevhat of
a myth, for certainly the number of counles who apnly for 5d0p;
tion erch vear in the United States far outweirhs the number of
childen nctually available, fhis overabundance of nrosnective
~narents i so cleaf That in'maﬁy states the waiting period has
reached the three to five year period, h

"

Those children who are unwanted by their natural parents

are not unwanted by potentiai adoptive'parents. The adoption of
these children, rather than their abortion, will,nevér become a
reality, however, as long as the pfevalenﬁ mttitudg is one where
it 1s congidered worsge to give up a child who is iiving Thon to’
destroy the living child., Perhaps nowhere in +this abortion de
bate is the abandomment of children seen «o vividly,

"There are, of course, some diffiedlties with adoption,
gnele mogt mmawing dilemnn ig the placement of minoxrity

race children and children with various physical snd mental handi-
Caps, But evén hére, there is at present a surplus of families
avellnble for Indisn childred of any a&e end for the Blaclk child

>

Under twooyears of are,"53




Bducation hoe been one of the l-rgest Lactors to ever effect
our everyday 1life, The cbortion argment reveals sn even great-
» need for eduvcation, from the man-in-the-street to the most

overful of intelluctvals, We oll must come to realize +that the
 below are four nroposed ways in which we might educate people
o thev could better understand the full issuves,

)Vie should demond thet our medical sehools berin o tbake

mmotheor look »t the ort of medicine (the treatmert of +the
Vo ' | ' Jo

patient ne a wholo poraon), @o thot the aspects of modie

cine can nendn beodncorporisted into "the natient-dodter .

i

ralationchip,

2)Th An hocomihh alermingly clear that our medienl ingti.
tutiong nre, rFor thp momt{pnrt; berhiven of onti-life
activity, The numbor of doctors who are pro-nhortion,
pro-euthanasia, nro~forced-sterilisarion and nro-infan-
ticide is staggering., This is at least a direct roﬁulf

f

of medica! edvcation's 1ess—ﬁhan~tokén participation in
any open discussion of medical ethics, It is impprtanﬁ
to renlize thnt medical ethics are for the protection of.
the patient snd not the nhysician., Likewise, a lack of
medicel ethics will only resvlt in increased digservice
to the patient-not the vphysician,

3)Education régnrding the use of acoéptable fami.vmplanﬁ
ning technicques should be made available to those who

voluntarily request them., It should be noted that

ebortion and contracention are not the same thing, - °

®

aily is the basic (and strongest) social unit of society, TDiste




Conﬁrﬂéoption prevents the beginning of new life ond .
nbortion kills a humen 1ife already precent,
4)There nre mdny Rﬁﬁncieﬂ‘ﬂﬂd individuals who are alrendy
involved in helnins the woman ond her Tomlly, These ronge
4 from »ublicly funded welfare grouns to sectarian »nd non-
gsectorian privete oned. Unfoftunmtély, the doctors, 1Lov.

yers and clereoy of villares and cities are all too often

unaware of their existence, These professionnls need +o

be re-educated, It is to be hoped thet thie kind of re-

education will come from within the profession or denomina-
tion,>%

The »ublic health prosrams existins today have rreatly help.

®

many of the disenses sgsocinted with poverty and unclesnli..

ag, therefore it 19 correct in assuming that other prOﬁfamﬂ
L this tyves could heln cure other medical and socinl disemses.
Tow is n list of four sugeestions rs o programs whick micht be
5 up and the rroceedvres they could follow, o
1) The nroblem of crimin~l 9boftibn has bpcn a long-standing
one, while the lesalization nf nbortionwon”demnﬁd hog never
been shown to eliminate ity This ig an areh where we con
nositively reiect o progran which haé been known to fnil
he rogt o ond embark in o new, more constructive direcw
Tion, It would seem that miblic health education nrosrans
edmed ot informing the public of the dancers of criminal
’abortion, combined with on educational program designed
to brings the solutions %o problem: nregnancies closer to

closer to the woman in need, mirht make inroads into +thig
. } | ‘
i
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nroblem, : _ N | ‘ |
2)There chould be increased attempts ﬁnde to provide health
man~power, The foundation of new medical schoois in order
to vrovide more doctors to meet the current shortnse is a
serious need ond of nﬁtional impdrtnpce. Further, the
widespread use of nuree-midwives, pediatric nurse as

~and ohysicimms' assistants should be thorourhly explored,

8o that ~mple personnel are trained in the hemlfh sciences;

3)Vaceinationoropgrams for rubella (German memsleﬁ)'shouldbx_
be im»lemented in order o srevent infection of the unborn
and in this way eliminate, once and foir all, rubells as a
couse of birth defects, o

4}With the advent of the anti-Rh-neg~tive immuﬁoglobulin,
mothers who are Rh negative cen be immunized égninst the
nosaibility of having future children damaged by Rh diseﬁsel

This immunization should be made available %o everyone,55

nother alternative to abbrtion is & implemoﬁﬁation of » "
trong énﬁiupoverty nrocram, It is appdfént that poverty and sbore’
lon are very closely related, Dr, Ausudta Webster, Chief of
betetrics at Cook County Hospital in Chicapo has stated that, "It
 d long been my observetion that race is not the nertinént factor

W elther inlant 6r maternal mortality or morbidity, Povefﬁy,
6wevow, viith all ite aﬁtcndnnt evils, 1s the basld of deaths of
thers and babies,250 ‘When one carefully notes,ail the nressures
ced on these poverty stricken women, it is plein to sce that
they feel almost obligated to abort their babies, Tet me state

ére that it is extremely sad, that in the richest nation in the

>




erd' all we have to offer the noverty siricken is sbortion, which

ovld be one of the most destructive denlals of love ever), . Hov.

ver there are wnrsg in which this country could lesgen the tremen-
oue load placed upoh these people,

1)A revieion in our povermmental welfore program ig demu‘
perately needed, Any such revision would best serve the
individuui snd the community i€ it were directed toward
the fonmily valt, 1 |

2)Exploring o family income malntenance pfogram with bulld
in incentives would be a stert at reforming the failing
welfare systen,

3)Continuing efforts at providing adgquaﬁe Job training and
retraining progsrams shovld be widely encoura ed,

. |

4) President Johnson in his 1967 State of the Union messare
encournged action in both the areas of drime in the gtreets
and maternity care, It may be that many of 'our problems,
will find their ultimate solution in » nationaL'ekfort to
oromote and stabilize family life, | |

5)The Volunteers in service to America (VlSTA) prdmr@m, or
some simlilar involvement ~rogrsm, should be considefably
ex anded, wo that more people can become engaged in help-
ing the ooxr on n deeper personal level,

6)Y0bvious difficultios must be removed in order +th:ot the
poor cnn geelk and obtain proper care, These includes

0y

Thensportation to and from clinics and hospitals;
Baby-sitting services

Social services

Nutritional serveces - ‘
Area drug abuse centers (alcohol rehabilitetgpn,also)

>8




Above 211 elce, there must be developed within fthe Instutitions

which deal with the poor o climate of humen digmity, with M-
phagls ploced upon ‘the inherent risht to resrecct of ench nerson
ag @ hnman beinge, Lt wonld be apé&lling to many to witness ‘the
ambhunnn treatment often nccorded these people.57

No matter what the controverseyv might he, it is alwnvs
necessary Lo trke a close look at the Philosophical and Rhetorical
gsues, Leb us now view the Rhetoricol issues by looking at the
Tdeolosy” snd “eemantics" involved in the abortion srpgument,

The term "ideolosv-denotes z set of related béli@fﬂ held by
‘n eroup of persons, The ldeology of & socinl movement is o sfotea
ment of whot the menbers of the movement are tryvine to schieve
torether, ond what thev wish to affirm jointly, Such a stntement
points down the road along which the soclal movement is moving,
ond opecifies the nrincinles ond objectives that puide its jour-
nev,"58  Tn other words it is the ideology of the social moveménﬁ,
which defines the movement, Joseph Fletcher is pfobgbly one of
che bestl sourceg concerning the‘ideOIOﬁy of the abortion movewenﬁ;
Since he is on ethical'duesﬁioné such as "I abortion intrinsical-
Ly wronpg?  Should anyone be éomwelled agﬂinst her will +to bear

a child? TIs abortion o form of homocide? Does God have'sa mono-
noly control on Life which allows no stewardship to mong »nd Is
mbryvonie Tife humnged9

Thie Last question, L feel, is the core of the nbértiom AL -
ment; 9ud‘has been discussed in extensible detaill, but no one has,
o my knowledre, eétablished a "truth" concerning this point, OUne
Can see from Fletcher's questions ﬁhat abortion is a very wide

ad gsometimes sticky arcument, Perhaps”ohe-of the factors that

.

> 9

.




ith semmntics (what laonsuage choosen 1o best relaote the point

in question),
Yhen one telkes o look ot the langurge used in the abortion
spementd, it i ensy to note the influenece that idiom hns’on
ideolosv, It anpcars that the words used by both prosnd con sides
of nbortion, nre chosen with great care, Many bterms veed in the
~ument nre ones Llife "progsress™, "freedom",‘"diﬂsaﬁisfnotion",
den”, “science", "technologsy", "murder", "resress”, and many
chor conmotative words, which all shir hhé mind ond the emotionsg
idiately, » | , |

Lf one wvieved abortion in a strictly objective way, he would
not Tind many neuvtral terms used, David Mall hos this to say,
"Bven the supposedly objective media coverase seemg to load and -
mlond the nemantic component, The point 1o be stressed, of course,
is thet each side attempts to structure +the ambisuities of intra».
wterine 1life through lenpuape, As o result, arruments nre often
kdiscnrded Tor mere verbal attachmen;s which advances ideology -
without advencing rationnality., The message received is ureed
Semnnticnlly‘to view ‘the proposed pctivity in an uncritical way,"60

In Abortions Tiow Choice =and Mordlity, Daniel Callah#n hag

denicted threc schools of philosophical opinions dealings with the

beginning off Life ox humanity, |
"The Genetic School" is mentioned first, The best Wayfto

8tate the poéitions of thie school is with a cquote from one of

its "members"” (referred to ag a menber,ehowevér,rthese are schools

of oninion), John T, Noonan; "Once conceived the being was

i
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eelived by human parents, you are humon, "6

drvelomont g reauired before one con lLesitimately spenk of
: |

3 . 2 L] L ' I
finilte noint at whieh development ‘tnkes nlnce,

; ‘ : i
The final school which Callahan mentions is "The Social-

1

fdn

Congequences School", Glanville Williams !

it Wns fertilized, and so was the s~erm, Both cells, bpefore

ig o different matter entirely, He further more feels that a

no anccific moment at wh:cu conceotlon occurs, He poes on to

gtoto that since 1life is pregent before concention ag well as

fter, "the arpument that life begins with conception ie "just
an unbiolori al as the old notion that 1life begins sometime

. |
‘after concention,"04

I cannot and will not attemnt to state which wmchool isg

4 1

Mhe second school noted by Collahon is "The Developmentnl
gohnol",  These people hold that "thWO cone eption douw eatabl ist

the renctbic bhagles for an individual, human being, gome deprree of

g a strong advocete
of thig school, »nd contends that the renl auestion is not when
biolowical Tatts »rove that life is a continuation, not = hap-

they met, had a 1ife ond history of their own in the bodies of

humen beling  cannot be sald to exist at conception, for mpere”

recornized ag mon because he had man's potentinl, The criterion

por humanity, thus wag sim-le ond alleembrocings 1f vou pre con-

the 1ife of on "individusl bumen beins, ' ro al issve in phortim

decisione,"02 hig gehool, however, has not established the dee

"1ife" beeins but when "human 1life" begins, As stated before, the

pening, Williams qtnteu,"OI se, the ovum was alive before -

the resmective parents, "3 But Williame holds thst "humen 1ife"

m.




pirht or even which gchool is “more" risht, for the more involved
one becomes in resenrch concerning this controversy, the more he

pealizen thot this ig not o “"yeg-or.no" arsument!

I have listed above (severasl times) the proposed (and in some

agtes the actual) rensons tor abortion under law, Charles Carroll,

in an ensey entitled "Abortion without Ethice" (Abortion and Social

stice) has reported his feelin~s on these s wted TeagoNs

holde that on the surface the reasons given for abortion ap.

nerved gincere and heart felt, but uron close examination his

a rufficient reason 1o terminate a nremoncy, but how nany women,
if incegt were actually the case, would admit to it and face the;
Spublicity which would follow,

Rape, too, Sooﬁed a reasonable grounds, but why is there no
discriminatioh made between statutory and criminal rane? HOW‘iong
kdoea the rane victim have to decide_to terminate her pregmancy.-
veelrg or monthe? And take for instance potential deformity to

the child; this throws barsh unfeeling implications upon those

vho are already deformed such ag the mentally retarded, digabled
var veteran, The examples co on and on, Maybé wha't Carréll is
trying to point ovt is that we tend Tto overlook the real isaues
aad mistoie manum‘for coruption ag "love" and "sentiment",
Aother gltronge point that Carrdll brings out is thot humanw
vigvge their freedom as a llscense to destroy what thev do not
want, This is brought out in debate by the st&tement that "a
women should ha have complete control over her body. A state-

ment of this nature could be distorted into a license to commit®

4 2

idens changed, Tnke for instance, the reagon o incest, 1% seems




suicide,

The final point

» brourht out by Carroll is that of !

' . w'
Progress"”,

This word and shot 4 entails has become an obcession with the - ..
homans that poyulate this earth, Progress ig, orp maybe I shoulg
gay, can be avgood thing, but it can come to dominate and rule’ ;
its creators, This'ie vhat Corroll is trying to overt, He sgtates
that the "test tube baby" and the "retort man" cap only bring about
the ﬂ@aﬁrﬁction orf the ehtira human population;

AfGor caﬁmiderinﬁ?Carroll’e ideas mayboe

1% would pe beneficial
to us Lo slow our "nrosreag”

" dovm, ‘ ‘
Durine the fast thirty-five Years many great philosonhers

nd theoleogiang have arisen,

I highly resnect their Opinions ang :
eel that their ideag concerning abortion should be stated, i
elmut Thielicke;

. ]
"the sancity of +the hunan species LiTe, and therefore jitg
inviolability, is ~stablisﬁgd,at fertilization. Once im
premation has falen »lace, it ig no lonser a auvestion of
whe ther +the Persons concerned have respongibility fo g
"nogsible ! parenthood, they have becone narents, He alsgo
Sneaks of +the antomous life of the fetug"

z f
Dietrich Bonhoe {fer, (regarding renroduction angd nascent 1ife)
"The embryo's exigtence is iteelf evidence of God's intensi
tion to create o human being, ™ The embryo's right 4o Life
ig therefore divinely bestowed, Any delibra-

tion of i

be denriva~
A nothing but mirder, " ‘

Romagewy
"None of tho

; reislative billg make;/ v,
~abortion mendatory, they are nstead bermisaive throuahl
out, Juet because g law is nermigsed does not mean it is ﬂ%?éi
riecht, Permisaive lawe yielgd addlﬁlonal mora,l. nresgure, "

current arsuments or le

Fmon L. Smith:  (Author of @;@lﬁai.@.:'L;'i}ld_i:}ﬂ.q,JN.@.\:L&L@{Q&@Q_) ’
"o all the current abortion statutes do discriminate

4D
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Before L began the regearch on this nacer,

orinion concerning the abortion argument, Now, hovever,

bortion controversy is far beyond my understanding unles

are irnorant ol the issnes pro

from both

and con, L have <tried,

poper bo precent the facts gides, but if 1L have

ny ettort is gtill not in voin, for 1 have lenrned

&)

bout medicnl »ractices snd ]1bert10 8, legnl formalitiesg,

social sapects,

1 have only one more auestion to aslk:

subject ns abortion cause such a controversy if it did no
{ B
1ote o degtructive

attitude in the minds of th

cide the isesune?

4 4

to bhe

e nt

I had o definite

T am withe-

follow

their

buﬁ nny‘pexsonal stond for the probl@ma of abortion, are morn1
gﬂd cthical (o well asg m?ﬂical ang l'~%7) muevﬁlonu, and

e natterns of most moral and Oubloﬂ: auestions ip that

no true answer, How anyone can answver "yem“ or "no"

e

g they

in this

not,

and o

¥

Vhy would such a
t, co..

ge who nmust de-
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